roteſtant Diſſenters 


A T 


11I-HIII-CRHAEI in LIEEDõ, 


a — vi 
: "i 
KB >. 


i I MA 16, 1773. 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, LLD. F.R.S. 1 
Occaston of his reſigning his PASTORAL . . 1 


A * 
„V _ 


Printed for J. Jonnson, Ne 72, St. Pa 
Church- Tard. M. po. XXIII. 


— 1 


* 


I Price Ou E SniLLInG. ] 


* 


* - 
; 5 f + - a 
3 9 1 
P 15 + 
” . 
* = „ 
* 5 
8 — 
72 
5 5 
Re F = \ 
* * 4 
— q 4 —- 
—_ 4 


Dreeeeerrererererereereererrrrrnnrrrrnrerrrrerenrreeeneeerrreeee 


8 


* 


& 
WR... 
3 
. 4 


n — 
— 
« 
* 
= 
+ 
1 - 
_— ol 2 2 
. 1 my * 5 
_ * 8 KY 
LN» 2 n 9 88 2 4 * 
» . * n . * 
22 g l 1 N ; 
Do; FE. 4 e Q of = 


* 
of. „ * © 
* *, . 
o „ 5 a 
- «s » F 
& 
— 3. 
* j - 
* __ — 
2 
* 
4 4 
x „ 
. 
* 
* : ” 
* 3 
% " ” * 4 6 * 4 
| 2 £3 4 
[4 p : 
£ * 4 
; — : * 4 : 
" « . £ — A — ” 
* ON 6 - 2 : 
\ 0 
| | a 
| 
i [ 
x ES Fe 
2 * * ; 
* 7 * X * * 9 +. t 
i : ? : N 4 1 149 
4 . + * 1 6 
| 
* 
4 \ mn . 
| - * 11 


* 
0 » „ 
825 4 
[ * 
rar 
＋ L 4 3 8 * 1 t 
5 k * . —Y 4 A + — 4 * { 
x as S 5 5 N 
7 
# S t 
* . © * 
Wr - * P * * + ( 
- * * 2 % 


FY 
Y ; * \ 
1 * oy 1 * * WG ; - 0 4 — „ 5 * i * +4 
4 o | * \ a | f 4 2 
f E 933 — * — *. 11 — — * K 4 8 * 44 * * 
* 1 . on 
: * 
- * 
* - ry * — 7 K 4 * W "4 3 n 
; * 8 n = , 18414 


THE PREPACE. 


TAVIN G been induced to Public the 
following diſcourſe, by the requeſt 

of the ſociety to whom it was - addrefled, 
and to whom I owe the happineſs of ſome 
years of my life, I have thought proper to 
prefix to it a copy of my letter of refigna- 
tion, and of the anſwer to it, though, when 
they were written, there was far from be- 
ing any deſign of making this uſe of them. 
This, however, I have done, becauſe I pre- 
ſumed that they would be equally agreeable 
to the congregation with the ſermon itſelf, 
as a memorial of our paſt intercourſe, and mu- 
tual efteem ; and alfo becauſe, if the ſermon 
be calculated to have any good effect, with 
reſpe& to other miniſters or congregations, 
theſe pieces muſt have the ſame tendency; 
ſhewing, more eſpecially, what liberties a 
candid and generous minded people, who 
are ſatisfied of the good intention of their 
miniſter, will bear from him, and receive 
with thankfulneſs. I own that I had alſo 
71 5 N farther 
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a farther view, viz. to give a more juſt 
idea than the ſermon alone could give, of 
the terms on which I have lived with the 
congregation at Leeds; which, to ſerve 
the baſe purpoſes of a party, has been 
groſsly miſrepreſented, as the account of it 
has been induftriouſly propagated. 


The reafon why the letter of reſignation 
| contains more than a fimple notice of my 
intention, was that I then had no 4 
| of making any other addreſs to the 
upon the occaſion; and though, by kh 
means, ſome of the ſentiments came to be 
repeated in the ſubſequent diſcourſe, they 
appear to me to be of ſo much SPE 
as to Sour that repetition. | 


I call my Fituntion at Leeds a happy one. 

It has been ſo on ſeveral accounts; but 
what I have chiefly valued it for is, that, 
without the moſt diſtant a pprehenſion of 
giving offence to a very great majority of 
the congregation, I have been at full liberty 
to ſbeak, write, or do, whatever I have 

_ Judged that the intereſts of that particular 


ſociety, or of chriſtianity in general re- 
| quired, 
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quired. I do not know many congregati- 
ons of diflenters in England, ſo numerous 
as that of Leeds, where I could have been 
ſo happy in this reſpect ; and it is a ſpecies 
of happineſs without which 1 ſhould have 


had little enjoyment of any ſituation, how 
adyantageous ſoever it * been on 1 other 


| accounts. 


1 ſhall take the peer of this pre- 
face to recommend to the ſerious confi- 
deration both of the ſociety at Mill-hill, 
and of all perſons inte whoſe hands this 
diſcourſe of mine may fall, that excellent 
ſermon of Mr. Graham's, intitled Repen- 
tance the only condition of final acceptance 
(which was alſo preached at Mill-hill cha- 
pel) as having the ſame general tendency 
with this ſermon, and alſo his Letters on 
the dofrine of atonement, In theſe pieces 
the reader will find what I think to be a 
fair and undiſguiſed account of what is 
moſt effential-in the religion of the gol] pel, 


expreſſed with a plainneſs and energy al- 


woſt N to ad author. i 
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To the congregation of Proto Di ee 
1 85 at Mill-hill Leeds. 10 


ay criti brethren, | Ke 


- Lively ſenſe of the happ rely 1 For, 
enjoyed during the:continuance of 
my relation to you, as your paſtor, makes 
it truly painful to me to inform you, that 
this agreeable relation muſt ſoon ceaſe, and 
that I now give you notice to ous yours 
ſelves with a ſueceſſor to m. 


My reaſon for this ſtep. is by no means 
any fort of diſſatisfaction with reſpect to 
you. On the contrary there is no ſituation 
in life of which I ſhall ever expect to have 
more real enjoyment, or which I ſhall con- 
ſider as more truly reputable to me. Other 
proſpects, however, have opened to me, 
by purſuing which I flatter: myſelf that it 
will be in my power to be more uſeful both ; 
to my Family, and the world. 


'Puinful as my 8 den you will 
be, I hope I ſhall have the ſatisfaction to 
leave en your minds a teſtimony to the 

| fidelity 
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fidelity with which I have acted as your 
ſerrant, and the ſervant of our common 
Lord and maſter Jeſus Chriſt. The purity 
of His goſpel; as far as God has enabled me 
to underſtand it myſelf, I have, without 
fear; but I hope, alfo, without any great 
or hürtful z2prudence,., endeavouted to ex+ 
plain to you; free, I traſt, in a great mea- 
ſure, from that impure mixture of the doe- 
trines and traditions of men, which, in the 
paſt ages of darkneſs and ignorance, had 
greatly debaſed its: ſpirit, and obſtructe 
ita effect, and to which the providence of 
God ſeems to be now;...in's more eſpecial 
manner, opening the eyes of the chriſtian 
world; in order, we may hope, to its re- 
covering its original luſtre, and 3 
recommending: itſelf to the ine 
EAN of Jaws. * * 


With eaſpeth to this object 1 * only 
followed: the: ſteps. of ſome of my worthy 
predeceſſors andit will be your true glory, 
and my happineſs, that you make choice 
of x fucrefſor to me who will carry on chi 
debe work. Ania 


> — . . 
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As much, however, as I have had this 
important work at heart, I have been care. 
ful to keep the pulpit almoſt intirely fa 
cred to the till more important buſineſs of 
inculcating juſt maxims of conduct, and 
recommending a life and converſation be. 
coming the purity. of the goſpel. If Io 
you have failed in this great point, to 
which all truth is but ſubſervient, it will 
be my grief, and your aggravated blame; 
and better had it been for you to have been 
Papiſts, or Pagans, than even lukewarm, 
and much more than profligate * 
of gms 3 | „ 


1 apderzoph the a of this congregs 
tion after having been ſeveral years en- 
gaged in a very different employment, un- 

der many diſadvantages, and with great 

diffidence, and I am ſenſible of various im- 
perfections with which the performance 

of my miniſterial duty has been attended; 


but your candour, I have reaſon to think, 


has been ſuch, as to think that not ill done, 
which was well intended. Alſo, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome of the ſchemes which 1 


formed, and endeavoured to carry into exe- 
* | cution, 


. " 
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cution, have not been attended with all 
the ſucceſs that I or you could have 
wiſhed, I flatter myſelf that my ſervices 
and behaviour have, upon the whole, been 
ſuch, as have produced ſome good effect, 
both in making the religion we profeſs 
appear more intelligible and amiable, and 
in enforcin 85 a life and converſation ſuit- 


able to it. 


In this caſe, even the recollection of our 
paſt intercourſe will always contribute to 
anſwer the ſame great end; and then, 
though our relation as paſtor and people ſhall 
ceaſe, that of fellow chriſtians will never be 
diffolved ; and we may be looking forward 
to that more intimate and laſting union 
which ſhall take place hereafter, and which 
ſhall for ever ſubſiſt among the upright and 
good; when all other relations, and all o- 
ther things, will appear to be, what they 
really are, in compariſon with this, tranſi 
tory and * gnificant. 


Wich my ſincere prayers that the wiſe 
providence of God may direct Your choice 
uy ſucceſſor, and eſtabliſh you in every 

b thing 
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thing that is good and N I am, 
2 werbe affection, 155 


4 y chriſtian brethren, 


Your ſervant, 


i the goſpel of * Chr, 


Lind De JOSEPH | PRIESTLEY 


20th, 177% 


a The congregation wy Procefant D. 2 
41 Mill Hill, fo their wh 21 57 


7 he Rev.. Dr. Pris oy. | 
| Rev. Sir, ee ee 


"OUR letter, Abet your intention 
of a reſignation of your paſtor 


charge over us, to take place in a ſhort 


time, has been. W and wehen 
read. ; $ 


= We have been too intimately, a. too 
; happily. connected with you, to receive 


ſuch a notice with indifference. Weknow 
_ 9 too 


— 
— 


THE PREFACE, xi 
too well your genuine worth and real me- 
rit, to be inſenſible of the great loſs we 
may ſuſtain by ſuch a change in our con- 
8 and individual connections with 

But at the ſame time our ſincere 
Kiendhip for you diſpoſes us to rejoice 
with you in any change that may material- 
ly affect the intereſt of yourſelf and family, 
for whoſe mutual welfare our good wiſhes 
will always accompany you. 


We ſhould think ourſelves wanting to 
our own feelings, as well as to your de- 
ſerts, if, on this occaſion, and in this pub- 
lic congregational manner, we did not ac- 
knowledge to you the very grateful ſenti- 
ments we feel for all your ſincere and faith- 
ful ſervices to us as a people; and particu- 
larly, as parents, to bleſs you for thoſe af- 
fectionate and earneſt endeavours which 
you have ſteadily purſued, in order to inſtil 
knowledge, and inculcate good principles 
on the minds of our children ; and we are 
deſirous to bear our teſtimony, that as we 
received you in harmony and peace, ſo has 
love and friendſhip mutually prevailed be- 
tween us, and we : truſt will ever prevail. 
WM 
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That the God of peact may attend wy 
bleſs you, is the 1 N of Jour ever 
men friends, 


| Signed by onde of the congregation 


22 
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Dear Sie, 
Fou moſt obedient fervant 
| MT and well- wiſher, 
8 EORGE OATEs 


— 
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Mberefore gird up the loius of your 
mind, be ſober, and bope to the 
end, for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation 


of Feſtus gs 


My chriſtian brethren, 


'DO not think that I can take my leave 
[ of you, with whom I have been very 
happily connected, either with more 
propriety, or ſatisfaction, than by recom- 
mending to your attention the paſſage 
which I have now read to you from the 
epiſtle of the apoſtle Peter ; as it contains 
a general view of the obligations and hopes 
of chriſtians, which are neceſſarily the 
chief object of attention to every chriſtian 


init, 5 
t 


„ ——ů — 22 - 


pineſs which awaits you at the x f 


of human life) and ſuch the faſcination d 
the cares of this world, that it behoves us 
to be continually upon our guard, leſt the 


=. 
It has been my duty, whether 1 


properly attended to it or not, to explain 
and confirm to you, and thereby frequent. 


ly to remind you, of the great principle 


of chriſtian faith; and it Has been your 
duty to hear the word of exhortation, to 


give proper attention to the ſubject, and, 


being convincedof the truth of chriſtianity, 


to apply yourſelves diligently to the obſer 


ance of its. precepts, in expectation of it 
glorious rewards ; or, in the language of 
my text (as it may be more properly ren. 
dered, or paraphraſed) 20 gird up the hin 
of your mind, and, being lent. to enter. 
Zain the moſt undoubting aſſurance of the bah. 


Jeſus 9 VV 


Such, my brethren, i is ** important 0 
religion (being, in fact, the great buſineſi 


A 9 WW ia 1 24. 4 LID: 


ſcenes through which we muſt neceſſarily 

paſs draw. off our attention from things of 

infinitely more moment, though more di. , 
tant ; and thus the great end and pan b 
5 * ; 


(3) 
of our being be ſacrificed to what i is mere- 
ly del or inſtrumental to it. | 


| 11 is our conſolation, however, that al- 

moſt all our difficulties in the conduct of 
life, as it reſpects futurity, have no other 
fource than want of attention of mind to the 
ſubject ; for ſo abſolutely inconſiderable are 
the things of this life, in compariſon with 
that which is to ſucceed it, that even an 
imperfect apprehenſion of the nature of 
our ſituation (if, in conſequence of being 
ſufficiently impreſſed and attended to, it 
be allowed to have its proper influence on 
our minds) would be ſufficient to keep us 
in the path of our duty; but without at- 
tention and conſideration, no motives, 
however 25 and e can have any 
a2. 


: * reality men miſcarry, at miſs the 
great end of their being, only in conſe- 
quence of acting precipitately, and without 
attending to the neceſſary conſequences of 
their actions. In other words, it is when they 
at irrationally, like brute beaſts, governed 


T mere appetite and paſſion ; and when 
=o | they 


 vidtion that a future event will take place 


( 4 ) 
they act in this manner, is it to be won- 


dered at, that they do not attain the proper 
happineſs of rational and intelligent beings? 


Tt is wi ith great propricty, therefore, 
that faith is repreſented in the ſcriptures 
as the great principle of the chriſtian life, 
that it was by faith, or in conſequence of a 
firm belief in futurity, depending upon the 
promiſe of God, that all the worthies of 


the Old Teſtament were enabled to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves as they did, and that it is 


ſtill by faith that we chriſtians bs to overs 
come the world. | 


"Now this efficacious faith i is not A bog 
act or effort of the mind, or a ſimple cm. 


(for then every man who, if he were in- 
terrogated, would anſwer that he was a 
chriſtian, would be a good man) but it iv 
ſach a full perſuaſion of mind, and ſuch a 
lively apprebenſion of a diſtant event, as 
ſhall give it its juſt influence; the ſame that 
it would have near at hand; and this can 
only be acquired by frequent attention to 
it, and eee «eg it. 


OI ITY. xx, Wo A RR a” 


coul 


1 5 5 5 

Could this great end be attained, were 
truly chriſtian principles and proſpeds ſuf- 
kciently impreſſed on our minds, it would 
be impoſſible for us to be guilty of any 
baſe or criminal action; and the great mo- 
tives to the love of God, and of our fellow 
creatures not being counteracted by any 
foreign influence, but having their natural 
and uncontrolled effect upon the mind, we 
ſhould love the Lord aur 2 with all our 
bearts, and our neighbour as ourſelves. And 
when theſe governing principles had taken 
deep. root in our minds, they would lead 
to the practioe of the whole of our duty, 
and, our heants and affections being engag- 
ed, every thing right and good: would be 
OP” and n to us. 


1 theſe maxims ip true, a great deal 
muſt be dane by a man before he can be a 
chriſtian in the proper ſenſe of the word, 
that is, not in name and profeſſion only, but 
in deed and iti truth ; becauſe a habit and 


produced by the long continuance of pro- 
per actions. A truly chriſtian character 
is not to be formed but by a courſe:.of dj 


A 3 ah; cipline 
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669 
cipline, and exerciſe, calculated to kee; p the 
mind continually impreſſed with a lively 


ſenſe of the great truths of chriſtianity; 
ſo as to overpower the influence of the ob- 


jects which ſurround us, and which are 
continually ſolicitin g our attention. 


If there be any one error in neigh 
more dangerous in its tendency than 
others, it is the opinion which, in ſome 
form or other (and it is capable of endleſs 
modifications) has exiſted almoſt from the 


commencement of chriſtianity, viz. that 


religion properly ſo called, or that which 


renders a man acceptable in the fight of 


Gad, and fits him for heaven, is not 2 


habit or diſpofition of mind, ſuch as I have 


now mentioned, which evidently requires 


time and care to form; but ſome ſingle ad, 


or effort, whether proceeding from a man's 
ſelf, or from God. | 


nf this be the caſe, th erkiole may com- 


mence and terminate in the ſhorteſt ſpace 
of time, and it may as well take place at 
the laſt hour of life, as at any other. Con- 
. in the profÞþert of this, men may 


Cc ontinue 


© 
continue, to live in fin, ſecretly. flattering 
themſelves with the hope of a late but ef- 
fetual repentance. But if repentance 
conſiſt of 2 change of diſpaſition and con- 
duct, it is not even poſſible that a late, or 
what we call 2 death-bed repentance, can 
be an effectual one. For true repentance 
can only take place in conſequence of juſt 
views of things, ſufficiently impreſſed upon 
the mind by careful reflection; and ſince 
it is not a momentary operation, but a fixed 
character that is wanted, it is, in reality, 
but very little that can be done at any one 
FR time, | 


A man, for 8 may at any time 
reſolve to change his conduct, but that 
does not amount to an actual change. He 
may perform any ſingle action; but a ſin- 
dle action, though it may lead to, does not 
conflitute an habit; and even a habit, or 
courſe of actions, muſt be continued a 
conſiderable time before it can be quite 
eaſy and familiar to him, ſo that his heart 
and affections ſhall be engaged in it; and 
then only is the character pro perly formed. 
. this chamber. ariſing from) a fixed 

5 of ren 


2 


(# 
attachment of mind to our duty, admitg 
of degrees; for it may be a very weak 
or a very ftrong attachment; and our fu. 
ture reward will be in proportion to the 
ſtrength and confirmed ſtate of all our 
good habits and diſpoſitions. For as great 
as is the diverſity of human characters in 
this life, it is probable that the juſtice and 
wiſdom of God will provide as great a di- 
verſity in their future retribution. 1 


| Beſides the opinion that the great buſineſ 
of religion is the work of a moment, un- 
avoidably ſubje&s men to the groſſeſt and 
moſt fatal deluſions. Indeed, how can it 
be otherwiſe, when the thing to be at- 
tained paſſes wholly within a man's own 
breaſt, and is generally ſpoken of as a thing 
that is incapable of verbal deſcription; the 


.» conſequence of which mult be, that perſons 


of a warm imagination will preſume, on 
any inſignificant emotion, that they have 
experienced this happy change, and, va- 
luing themſelves upon it, will be apt to 
condemn and deſpiſe the reſt of the world; 
while perſons of a'timid-diſpolition/will be 
tormented with doubts and diſpair. Not 
being content to Judge of their — 
their 


<> 


their lives, they will be perpetually ſeeking 
for ſomething that no man in his ſober 
— n he * found. ' SH 


All the ene kinks are given 
by our Saviour of the effect of the goſpel, 
either in the hearts of individuals, or in 
the world at large (which correſpond to 
one another) give us the ĩdea of ſomething 
that has a gradual progreſs, and no where 
of a ſudden nftantaneous effet. Thus we 
find it compared to ſeed ſown in te ground, 
to a ſmall quantity of leaven, to labouring 5 
in a vineyard, &c. all of which require a 
| confilerntle time wes: A une ellet 4 Jo 
produced. 
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. The :dofrines: of the Wel a 
eſtabliſhed by miracles, did not produce 
their effect on the minds of men by a 
miraculous, but by a natural power. In- 
deed external miracles would have been 
ſuperfluous, upon this ſcheme ;: ſince God 
by internal miracles only might have con- 
verted the whole world. The goſpel had 
that effect, and that only, which the 
* on which it was ſown admitted. 

_ The 
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( 20 )) 
'The new views which it opened to man- 
kind induced moſt of thoſe.who were con- 


vinced that it was of God to come to a re- 


folution to change their former conduct; 
but neither could their mere belief of 
chriſtianity, nor their conſequent reſolution 
actually profit them, till it had time to 
bring forth the proper fruits of it, viz. good 


works; and a change of character. And 


when men did thus become chriſtians, fill 
the apoſtles never ceaſe urging them, not 
only to act up to their profeſſion, but.to 


go on to perfection, comparing the chriſ- 


tian courſe to a race, or other exerciſe, 
which. required the greateſt, and moſt un- 
remitted exertion of all 2 Powers. 


If I be aſked how * end is to be at- 
tained, or, in the language of the apoſtle, 
how we muſt gird up the loins of our 
minds, by what means is this lively and ef- 


ficacious faith in the great practical prin- 


ciples of religion to be acquired. I an- 
ſwer, with St. Paul, that faith comes by 
hearing, ſuppoſing the conſequence of 


hearing to be Selieving, and that believing 


__ as it ought to do. For it natural- 


e _— p—_ << a ae. th. 
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my 


ly atiſes from giving ſufficient attention of 

mind to the evidence on which our faith 
reſts, and from frequent meditation on the 
objects of our faith; and it cannot be 
n by wy other means. | 


. man, thirekave;” . means to be 
a chriſtian in earneſt, muſt, in a more eſpe- 
cial manner, make himſelf acquainted with 
the books of ſcripture, and meditate up- 
on their contents ; becauſe theſe books, 
and theſe. books alone, contain the proper 
materials for this excellent and neceſſary 
diſcipline of the mind, viz. the genuine view 
of the principles of — — hope, 
and 5 | 


Tei is in theſe books only that we have 
an authentic account of the ſeveral diſpen- 
ſations of God to mankind. Here we have 
the original inſtructions of men ſent of 
God, that is, of God himſelf; reſpecting 
our conduct here, and our expectations 
hereafter. Here we meet with a diſtin 
account of the lives of the prophets, - and 
eſpecially of the great - prophet of God 
— by whoſe miracles, death; 

I 


LI 0 3 

and reſurrection, all the promiſes of God 
are confirmed to us. In theſe books alſo we 
ſet, and are thereby made to participate of 
the genuine effects of religious principle; 
on the hearts of men, in the piety and be- 

nevolence with which the ſacred writer 
were apparently actuated; ſo that we enter 
into their excellent ſentiments, as well a; 
view their n lives. 


If, my brethren, we would conſult our 
real improvement and happineſs, as chriſ- 
| tians, we muſt be ſenſible that we cannot 
be too minutely acquainted with ſuch par: 
ticulars as theſe, or meditate top much 
upon them. No other exerciſe can be ei- 
ficacious to form the heart and' guide the 
life, We therefore find the gfeateſt fifels 
laid upon this employment in the books of 
ſcripture. Moſes ſtrongly inculcates it 
upon the Jews, Deut. vi, 6. Theſe word, 
; which 1.command thee #his day, fhall be ir 


bine heart, and thou ſhalt teach them dil- 


tly unto thy children, and ſhalt talk of 
chem when thou fitteſt in thy bouſe, and when 
theu walkeſt ly the way, ant! when thou H 
| down, and uben thou * up, Gc. The 
| pſ: falmiſt 


- 
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miſt repeatedly expreſſes che ſatisfaction 
25 he had in his — Fc upon the 
word of God, Pſ. i, 2. Bleſſed 5s the man 
that walketh not in the council of the ungadly, 
ur fPanderb in the way of fruners, nor fitteth 
in #he ſeat of the ſearnful. But his delight 
i in the low of the Lord, and in bis law doth 
zix, 7, 8, 119, and 97. The apoſtle Paul 
likewife ſaygof Timothy, 2 Tim. iii, 1 5, 16. 
From a child thou haft known the holy ſtrip; 
tures, which are able to make thee wiſe unta 
ſalvation, through faith, which is in Chrift 
Feſus. All ſeripture given by inſpiration 
of God, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correfion, for inſtruttion in righteauſueſs, 
that the man g God may be perfet?, be 
ly furniſhed unto all goed works, 


| Theſe ins and exhortations cer; 
tainly authorize us to conclude, that the 
frequent reading of the ſcriptures, | the taks 


ing pleaſure in them, and meditation ups 


on their contents, are abſolutely neceſſary 
in order to gird up the loins of our minds, 
and to form a truly chriſtian character and 
conduct. The ſcriptures will not M 1 


( 14 ) 
lected by any perſon, but in conſequence 
of his not apprehending himſelf to be ſuf- 
ficiently intereſted in their contents; and 
without this apprehenſion it 1s impoſſible 
that truly religious principles « can be im- 
planted, and take root in the mind. With- 
out this aid the temptations of the world 
will be too ſtrong for a man. He will 
not be ſufficiently upon his guard, ſo as to 
have the perfect command of himſelf, and 
not be ſurpriſed into improper ſentiment: 
and unworthy actions. | 


I mention a conſtant attention to the 
| ſcriptures not as the only means of girding 
up the loins of our minds, and ſtrengthen- 
ing religious principles, but as that which 
is of eminent uſe to recommend and en- 
force the reſt, ſuch as prayer, an attendance 
upon public worſhip, and other means of 
religion. All theſe things have a natural 
connection, and * Wr and afſiſ 
one ee. ; 


It may be ſaid, tar theſe things being 
a the means of religion, ſo much ftrels 


oaks not be laid upon them, but I would 
obſerve 


(us 
obſerve that they are the evidences as well 
as the means of genuine religion; and alſo 
that no end can be gained without the uſe 
of the proper means. Beſides, my imme- 
diate object at preſent is to inſiſt chiefly 
upon thoſe: things which ſeem to be the 
moſt neglected, whatever be their relative 
importance; and if it was the error of the 
laſt age to lay too much ſtreſs upon the 
means of religion, it is evidently the error 
of many in the preſent age, at leaſt of ſuch 
25 you whom I am now addreſſing, to pay 
too little attention to them; and if the for- 

mer error produced a ſpurious kind of re- 
ligion, the tendency of our preſent ſenti- 
ments and conduct is to leave us no reli- 
82 at all. 


2 


Haring given this account of the im- 
portance of attending to the means of re- 
ligion in general, and to the ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures in particular, as being of the 
moſt eminent uſe to generate and ſtreng- 
then the great principle of chriſtian faith, 
which is the foundation of all religion, I 
ſhall add a few obſervations concerning 
two other outward means of chriſtian im- 
| provement, . 
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too 28 a dread of „ (which 
| ought 


46 
provement, and which are | alſo marks 


of our attention to the profeffion of 
chriſtianity, viz. public worſhip, and the 


Lord's ſupper, the neglect of which is not 
— fault of this congregation in particu- 

lar (though this is the only reaſon why 
I chuſe to ſpeak of them at all on this oc. 
caſion) but of the preſent age in general. 


I ſhall fay nothing of the deſign, or uſe, 


either of public worſhip, or of the Lord's 
fupper, becauſe you will agree with me in 
your ideas of them; but, my- brethren, I 
with to make you more ſenſible of the ob- 
ligation you are under to act Ry to 
your own convictions. 


If one day in ſeven be 8 to bea 


fon of reſt from labour, and for ſerious 


recollection of mind, by that being who 
has made us:capable both of labour and of 
reflection, let us conſcientiouſly appropriate 
this, as well as every other portion of our 


time, to the uſe for which it was intended, 


and for which, we may therefore preſume, 
it is really wanted ; and let us not, out of 
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oupht certainly to be guarded againſt, in 
this as well as in every thing elſe) paſs i into 
the contrary extreme, of a groſs abuſe of 


a divine ordinance, and a ſcandalous licen- 
fouſneſs of conduct. 


Works of 1 oy mercy are — 
to be a ſufficient reaſon for ſetting aſide 
the diſtinction of the Lord's day from the 
reſt ; but that] journey, for W cannot 
be ſaid to be neceſſary, for which nothing 
but convenience can be pleaded ; neither 
can it be neceſſary to confine yourſelves at 
home by taking a medicine on that day, 
when your health would not ſuffer by its be- 
ingtaken on the day before, or the ny after. 
Alſo a cold, or other ſlight indiſpoſition, 
i with a very ill grace pleaded as an ex- 
cuſe for abſence from public worſhip, by 
thoſe who are known to run much greater 
tiſgues on other accounts. I wiſh it were 
merely 4 matter of doubt, whether, in 
many caſes, the plea of neceſſity be juſtly 
alledged, and that it could be ſuppoſed 
that perſons acted according to their judg- 
ments, though biaſſed by their inclinations. 
But * ſo n and ſo manifeſtly is 

B buſineſs 
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** of a nature altogether foreign to 
the proper deſign of the Lord's day, thrown 
into it, by many perſons, that it cannot 
be accounted for but by ſuppoſing it to he 
the effect of particular de/ign and contriv. 
ance; which, being a wilful negle& of a 
acknowledged duty, certainly argues 
want of the fear of God, and the abſence 
of religious principle, properly ſo called... 


Again, you will agree with me, m 
brethren, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ei. 
preſsly commanded his diſciples to com- 
memorate his death (which was the greateſ 
proof of his love to us) by a chearful, but 
at the ſame time a ſolemn and ſerious rite 
and that this memorial is to continue in 
his church till his ſecond coming. Thi 
rite, therefore, is, in fact, one of the 
flanding proofs of the truth of chriſtianity; 
and conſequently by joining in it, we not 
only acknowledge that truth, but bear out 
teſtimony to it, and, like the apoſtles them- 
' ſelves, are both the diſciples, and in' ſome 
meaſure, the witneſſes of Chriſt, even to 
the end of time. 


You 


Ca } 

You are ſenſible that the command to 
join in the celebration of this inſtitution 
extends to-all who bear the chriſtian name, 
and who are qualified to join in any other 
part of chriſtian worſhip. To what then, 
my brethren, can your negle& of this or- 
dinance be owing? It muſt be either ſome 
latent ſuperſtition, a criminal want of at- 
tention to the ſubject, or a more criminal 
difference to the thing itſelf, ariſing from 
. want of reſpect to the authority that en- 
joins it. I wiſh it were even poſſible to 
ſuggeſt any other reaſon for your . 


The moral uſes of the very few bee 
inſtitutions in the chriſtian religion are 
ſuffciently obvious; but admitting that 
hey were not ſo, it ought to ſuffice us, 
bat they are enjoined by a competent au- 
bority ; and the man who can knowingly 
trnſgreſsany one acknowledged command, 
though, to his apprehenſion, ever ſo un- 
eaning, is certainly deſtitute of reſpect 
0 the authority by which it is enjoined, 
nd of 4 principle of obedience in general; 
rhich, with reſpe& to God, is, in the 
28 degree, criminal and dangerous. 

x —_ You 


ou 
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You do not yourſelves always give to a ſer. 
vant or a child the reaſons of your com- 
mands ; and yet you juſtly expect implicit 
obedience ; and you would conſider their 
peremptory diſobedience as deſerving of the 
ſevereſt puniſhment, though the think 3 it. 
ſelf eln be ever ſo 9 | 


As Swat take my leave of you, my 
brethren, without expreſſing my earneſt 
wiſhes that the ſeveral ſchemes I haue 
formed, and endeavoured to carry into exe- 
cution, for your benefit (and at the fame 
time, that of diſſenting congregations in 
general) may have their effect after my de- 
parture from you; and as a ſummary and 
connected view of them may poſſibly bed 
ſome uſe for that purpoſe, I ſhall, on thi 
occaſion, briefly remind you of them, and 
alſo inform you what I ſhould have wiſhed 
to have done farther, in — of the 
lame ALIA GS 


Perceiving, upon my firſt coming among 
you, that very few, in proportion to the 
number of the congregation, received tb! 
Lord s Jupper, 1 preached, and afterwards 
publiſhes, 


—_ emp gyms fayos —_— HE 


TT 

ubliſhed, A Free Addreſs to you upon the 
ſubject, calculated, as I thought, to explain 
the nature of that inſtitution, to anſwer 
the abjections you, might have to the cele- 
bration of it, eſpecially thoſe which re- 
mained from the ignorance and ſuperſtition 
of the dark ages of chriſtianity, and to ſet 
the advantage and obligation of commu- 
nicating in a clear and ſtrong light. I have 
had the ſatisfaction to find that my endea- 
yours in this reſpect have not been wholly 
without effect, though by no means ſo 
great as I wiſhed, or. indeed expected. | 


In 5 Addreſs Y: gave my opinion very 
ſtrongly, and I have repeated it upon ſe- 
reral occaſions ſince, againſt that ſervice 
which is called the preparation for the 
Lord's ſupper, as; altogether unſcriptural. 
and ſuperſtitious; but I thought it, upon the 
whole, moſt expedient, to content myſelf 
with thoſe declarations; and I. did not 
chuſe to give offence to any well-meanin 8 
perſons by diſcontinuing that ſervice. 1 
meant, however, very ſoon, to have made 
the propoſal, and ſhould have been glad 
if 3 you had chearfully acceded to it. 
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Being ſenſible how much is incumbentup. 

on maſters of families, and how much is in 
their power, with reſpect to the care of their 
children and ſervants, in inſtructing them, 
attending to their morals, and keeping up 
the worſhip of God in their families, ] 
- preached and publiſhed a plain and earneſt 
Aadareſs to you on this ſubject alſo, together 
with ſhort forms of prayer for all the uſual oc. 
caſions of a family; and I took what care! 
could to have it put into the hands of every 
maſter of a family among you. Whether 
this attempt has had any good effect, i; 
| known to God and your own conſciences. 

Obſerving that, in conſequence of the 
happy tranquility which Diſſenters have of 
late years enjoyed, but little attention has 
been given by them to the true principles 


of their difſent, which has neceſſarily been 
accompanied with a declenſion of juſt zeal 


for the intereſt, as the' cauſe of religious 


liberty, I endeavoured to make the ptin- 


ciples of our diſſent better underſtqod, and 
more eſpecially to impreſs the minds of 
thoſe who maintained them with a juſt 


ſenſe of their rr and obligation, 


in 


8 


6 
ina Free Addreſs to Proteflant D ifenters. ar 
zch. But as this addreſs appeared to me 
to be leſs neceffary in this congregation, | 
and indeed. in this part of the country, 
than in many other places, I'took'no par- 
ticular care to make it known to you; and 
to avoid giving offence by the neceſſary 
freedom of = 1 4 OPER it — my 
mme. 


The great sg of the aas age 
being manifeſtly owing to a want of moral 
and religious principles, imbibed in early 
years, and it being impoſſible to inculcate 
theſe principles with ' ſufficient force and 
elect by diſcourſes from the pulpit, which 
are almoſt neceſſarily miſceHaneous and 
uncotite&ed, I fotmed, and have carried 
into execution a pretty extenſive plan of 
religious inſtruction, advancin g. in a regular 
progreſs, from eggs of to en ve perfect 
. 

For this ee I cought's it conveni- 
cat to divide the younger part of my hear- 
es into three claſſes. The firſt conſiſted - 
of coildren, for note uſe I printed a ſhort 
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and very plain catechif, containing ſuch 
a view of the principles of religion, az] 


think the youngeſt children, that haye at. 


tained to the uſe of { peech, may be made 
to underſtand. The 1 conſiſted of 
young perſons more advanced in years, for 


whom I drew up another catechiſm, « con- 


ſiſting of a ſet of queſtions only, peculiarly 


calculated, as I think, to bring them very 
early, and pretty thoroughly acquainted 
with the ſcriptures, the genuine ſource of 
all religious knowledge. | 


The third claſs confiſted of W men, 


from the age of ſixteen or eighteen, to a- 


bout thirty, for whoſe uſe I compoſed a 


ſet of /eftures, which I delivered in the 
way of converſation, in which I ende. 
voured to demonſtrate to them in a regular 
manner, the princi iples of natural religion, 


the evidences, and the deffrines,of revelation 


and which I concluded with a view of 
the corruptions of chriſtianity, hiſtorically 
deduced. By, this means, I am ſatisfied, 
from the trial that J have now made of it 
that young perſons may moſt eaſily be 
brought to underſtand their religion, 20 
Chriſtians, Proteſtants, and Diſſenters. 
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| The petuliar advantages of this mode 


* inſtruction, and a more diſtinct account 
of the nature of it, I explained in an 


Eſſay on the beft method of communi re- 
ligious knowledge to the members of chriftian 
ies; Part of this courſe of lectures I 
have already publiſhed, under the title of 
Inflitutes of natural and revealed religion, 
and I intend, God willing, to mn the 
remainder i in n due time. 1 
In — to __ ae mecifben benen : 
and partly for want of a room ſufficiently 
large for the purpoſe, I confined theſe lec- 
tures, - for the firſt time of reading them, 
to young men; but F ſhould have beer! 
glad, if, at the ſecond time of reading 


them, 1 could have contrived to inſtruct | 


the young ne, eicher at n fame time, 


or . 


in fo with den alefaction tide tc can 
fay, with reſpect to moſt of the young men 


of this congregation, that they have given 


due attendanceon theſe lectures; and Iffatter 
myſelf that by the attention which they 
gave to them when they were delivered, 

a 


Fc 


the leaſt Probability of ſucceſs, interpoſe 
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and which I hope they will ſtill continue 


to give to them when they are printed, 


they will 1 TO time ary A not il 
beſtowed. 


With * 10 e of the;) DT 


claſs, I muſt own that I had not all the 
encouragement that I wiſhed, and ſtill leſs 
with reſpect. to the ſecond ; owing, per- 
haps, to the parents not ſufficiently enter- 
ing into the nature of a thing ſo new to 
them as this was. For Jam unwilling to 
ſuppoſe that they were averſe to taking the 
pains, which they muſt, atleaſt at the firſt, 
have neceſſarily done, to prepare their chi 
dren for this kind of exerciſe. ed 0 


It i is 3 by all, chat he go- 
Aera plan and diſcipline of our ſocieties 
has deviated very far indeed from that of 
the primitive churches, which conſiſted of 


perſons whoſe object it was to wafch er 


and edify one another, and eſpecially that a 
a very unequal part of the burden is now 
thrown upon the miniſter ; ſince he i is ge- 
nerally ſo ſituated, that he cannot, with 


his 


I 
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his advice or admonition where i it may be 
moſt wanted. I therefore wrote and pub- 
liſhed an Adareſe to you, and other chrik. 
tian ſocieties, upon that ſubject, propoſing 
what appeared to me a better conſtitution 
of a chriſtian church, by means of which 
the original and proper ends of chriſtian 
ſocieties might be more effectually an- 
ſwered. —_ 3 

I am afraid we are gone too Kar from 
the primitive inſtitutions of chriſtianity to 
expect a revival of them i in this age; but 
hope that the idea I then endeavoured to 
give you of the obligation that naturally 
lies upon every member of a chriſtian ſo- 
ciety, who, on any account whatever, has 
influence in it (without any formal no- 
mination to an office) to contribute all that. 
may be in his power to the real benefit of 
it, by inſtruction, reproof, or any other” 
way, will not be wholly without effect ; 
and that you will in general be more at- 
tentive to the important chriſtian duty of 
provoking to love and to good works, exhort- 
mg one another daily while it is called to day, | 
left any be hardened by the deceitfulneſs of fin. 1 

Laſtly 
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Laſtly perceiving in this neighbour. 
hood, and, in ſome meaſure, among Jour. 5 
ſelves, the progreſs of What appears to me 

to be a ſpurious and miſchievous ſet of no- 
tions in religion, inſpiring very unworthy | 
ideas of the divine being, and the maximy 
of his government, which cannot but haye 
an unfavourable effect upon the diſpoſition 
of men's minds, and conſequently upon 
their conduct in life, I publiſhed, in the 
cheapeſt form that I could, and, in order 
to give as little offence as poſſible, without 
my name, a ſerious Appeal | to the pP profeſ- 
fors of chriſtianity upon the ſubject. This, 
and other ſmall pieces, . written in purſu- 
ance of the ſame deſign, I have had the 
ſatisfaction to find, have bern the inſtry- 
ment, in the hands of divine Providener, 
of enlightening the minds of many in the 
knowledge of what I believe. to be hi 
truth, and I hope they will ſtill continue 
to produce the fame effece. 
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I was the n more willing to publiſh few 
thing of this kind, as it has — been 
my opinion, and my practice has been a- 

b grecable to it, to keep all ſabjects of reli- 


gious 
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z0us controverſy, as much as poſſible, out 
of the pulpit ; and yet it was to be wiſhed, 
that perſons of plain underſtandings, who 
were | diſpoſed to read and inquire for 
themſelves, might have an opportunity of 
ſeeing the foundation, in reaſon and the 
ſcriptures, of thoſe dorines, which alone 
em render the divine being the object of 
filial reverence, love, and confidence; and 
likewiſe be able to anſwer thoſe who al- 
ledge detached paſſages of ſcripture, i in fa- 
vour of long eſtabliſhed corruptions, paſ- 
ſages often ill tranſlated, but more often 
8 8 


Allow me to fo without offence to any 
who may be otherwiſe minded, if any ſuch 


ſhould be preſent, that ſpeculative princi« 


ples, eſpecially thoſe which relate to the 
nature, character, and moral government 
of God, are by no means a matter of in- 
difference with reſpect to practice; and 
therefore that great care ought to be taken 
to form Juſt ideas of theſe ſubjects. 


Ifihedivine being becanüdsved ax capable 
of 0 panitking men afor a crimewhichthey did 
not 


6 

not commit, of ſentencing ſome to ever- 
laſting happineſs, and others to everlaſting 
miſery, from mere arbitrary will; and of 
ſhewing no mercy to any of his offending, 
though truly penitent creatures (whom, 
for wiſe ends, he made imperfect) till a 
full ſatisfaction was made to his infinite 
juſtice (even ſo far as to take it of the in- 
nocent, if the guilty were not able to pay) 
which is in fact to have no proper Principle 
of mercy or forgiveneſs at all, it is not in 
human nature to look up to him with re- 
verence, love, or confidence. 


Alſo the doctrine of the So unity is a 
ſubject of practical, as well as of ſpecula- 
tive conſideration, and indeed for no other 
reaſon could ſo much ſtreſs be laid upon it 
in the books of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, in which we are required 70 love the 
Lord our God with all our hearts, ſoul, 
ſtrength, and mind. This certainly re- 
quires that all our affections center in one 
great object; but three perſons are three ob- 
Jecto, which will neceſſarily be conſidered 
in different lights, having different altri- 


Saen, as well as different names. For the | 
difference 


aw S 
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difference between perſons and beings is 
merely verbal, and not real. It is even 
acknowledged that the difference is not 
comprehenſible by us, and therefore with 
reſpect. to us, and our ſentiments and feel- 
ings, it muſt be the ſame as if there was 
no difference at all; and conſequently the 
worſhip of three different perſons muſt 
neceſſarily be the worſni ho of three ihe 

ferent . LING 5 | 


But, my P — * if theſe chingy be of 
a practical nature, ſee that you. make a 
practical uſe of them, by giving ſufficient 
attention to them, as I explained in the 
firſt part of this Aiſcourls, and let them 
haye K. r natural influence upon your 
minds; and alſo ſee that you do not diſ- 
grace and diſcredit a rational faith by an 
unworthy conduct. Better had it been for 
you to have believed in three, or three 
hundred gods, and thoſe of wood and 
ſtone, than to believe in the one only living 
and true God, and at the ſame time live as 
without him in the world, intirely thought- 
leſs of his being, character, and govern- 


mts. as if bh were not accountable to 
3 him 
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him for your conduct. Infinitely bettet 


were it for you to believe whatever the 
moſt ſtupid of mankind have believed con- 


cerning God, than diſregard his laws, pro- 


fane his name, or neglect his worſhip. | 


Better were it for you to have believed in 
A revengeful implacable object of worſhip, 


than to believe in a God truly merciful and 


gracious, who freely, and for his goodneſs ſake 


only, forgives all the ſincerely penitent, 


and has ſent his fon to live and die, in or- 
der to bring men to repentance, and at the 
fame time not to be ſolicitous to become 
the proper objects of his mercy, or not to 
imitate ſuch an amiable pattern, „ and be 
merciful as your father who is in heaven is 


merciful ; freely, and without any fatisfac- 


tion, forgiving, as you yourſelves hope to 
be forgiven. In ſhort, better were it for 
you to 'believe all the abſurdities of tho 


church of Rome, than not to add purity 
of heart and Life to purity of doctrine and 


worlhs xd 7 | 
Gros ignorance and . a 
prevail among the generality of profeffing 
a chriſtians, 


© 00-1 
chriſtians, eſpecially the unlearned ; and it 
would be unreaſonable to expect that opini- 
ons which have prevailed, and which have 
been held ſacred by almoſt the whole chriſ- 
tian world, for many ages (in which our ex- 
cellent religion was ſuffered, by the un- 
ſearchable wiſdom of God, to lie under a 
doud) ſhould not retain their influence 
with ſome more ingenuous minds, and even 
that ſome degree of learning and ability 
ſhould be employed in their defence. This 
is the caſe with reſpe& to the groſſeſt ab- 
ſurdities of popery, which, it cannot be 
denied, have had, and probably ſtill have, 
their defenders among the moſt learned 
and the beſt of mankind. 


It is SM Oh however, and the friends 
of chriſtianity will rejoice in the proſpect 
of it, that the truth is making its way by 
degrees, and in a manner that promiſes. 
its general prevalence, viz. with men of 
real learning, and eſpecially thoſe men of 
letters 0 give moſt of their time to the 
ſtudy of the ſcriptures z and alſo with 
other perſons of good ſenſe and good diſ- 
politions, who are capable of inquiring 

C and 
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and thinking for themſelves; and the 
number of theſe 8 is increaſing every 
| mw” 


A very mmer and 4 happy chang 
has, in the courſe of di providence, 
been gradually brought about among your. 
ſelves in this reſpect, in the ſpace of 1 
century, which period of time is now 
elapſed fince the erection of the building 
in which we are now afſembled. © Indeed, 
the whole of the' change has taken place 
in the memory of very many of you who 
are now preſent. I ſhall think -myſelf 
happy if I have been, in any reſpect, the 
means, in the hands of God, of advancing 
this great work of reformation among you; 
but much more ſo, if, together with the 
principles of ſound knowledge, T have, in 
any meaſure, ſucceſsfully inculcateq what 
is ſtill more needful, that integricy of heart 
and. life, that genuine love of God and of 
mankind, without which all knowledge i: 
but as n Way and a TRAINS, cymbal. 

3 ot ei. 

The times of our angeſtbrs were times 

of ONE! OY but hes t W 
; -  Tedge, 
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ledge. It were pity if an increaſe of know- 
ledge ſhould be attended with a decreaſe of 

zeal. Vou cannot be ſufficiently thank- 
ful to God for bringing you out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous light ; but ſee that you 
walk worthy of that light, and that you 
bring no diſgrace upon rational chriſtianity 
by your unworthy conduct. In the pre- 
ent ſtate of human nature it cannot be ex- 
peted but that ſach offences as theſe, will 
come, but 250 unto them by wham * came. 


I truſt, my brethren, that you hs * 
need any exhortation to continue ſtedfaſt 
in your principles as Diſſenters, and upon 
this ſubject I have nothing to add to what 
[ have ſaid in my Adaręſi fo Proteſtant 
Diſenters as ſuch. I ſhall only remind 
you at preſent, that to be a Diſſenter, in 

the preſent ſtate of things, i in this country, 
i to bear our teſtimony againſt the autho- 
ity and impoſition of men in matters of 
religion, and alſo againſt. the many abuſes 
and corruptions in chriſtian doctrine, diſ- 
cipline, and worſhip, which had their 
furce in the antichriſtian church of Rome, 
and which yet remain in our eſtabliſhed 
church, n A 


1 #3 


A cauſe like this wants not the counte.  : 
nance of numbers, or of wealth, to make i; Ml | 
reſpectable. It is true, my brethren, ou Ml 
profeſſion excludes us from many of the 
honours and emoluments of this world, Ml. 
and even ſubjects us to many grievous Ml 
pains and penalties, whenever the malice Ml 
of our enemies ſhall break through the te. 
ſtraints of humanity and natural juſtice, by Ml 
taking advantage of ſeveral Jaws, which Wl 
are as diſgraceful to our country and free 
conſtitution, as they are injurious to us, 

But I truſt that, conſidering the nature of 
our profeſſion, and our expectations 2 
chriſtians, we ſhall not be ſurpriſed, or diſ- 
couraged by this circumſtance, as if ſome 

range, and extraordinary thing had haj- 

pened to us; when our maſter himſelf, t 
being of the world, was hated by the world, 
and his religion was from the very begin- 
ning a ſect that was every Where Holen 

againſt. 


In fact, what you and I, my brethren, 
call genuine chriſtianity, has hardly ever 
been fo much as tolerated by the laws of 


ark chriſtian country, at leaſt i in Europe, 
and 


K 
and what is called chriſtendom. I truſt, 
however, from a view of the preſent face of 
things, compared with the writings of the 


| prophets (which were certainly intended to 


apprize us of very important events re- 
ſpeRting the chriſtian church) that the time 
is faſt approaching, when an end will be 
put to all antichriſtian tyranny, and when 
the kingdoms of the world will become the 
lingdoms of our Lord and 10 Curt. A 


All who are intaretied 3 in the ſup port of 
theſe antichriſtian eftabliſhments, which u- 
ſurp an undue authority over the conſci- 
ences of men, and whoſe wealth and power 
are advanced by them, are at this very 
time in a ſtate of general conſternation, 
both at home and abroad ; ſeeing their 
principles and maxims univerſally decried, 
and their unjuſt claims aſſailed from a 
great variety of quarters, ſo that their king- 
dom is now full of darkneſs, and they. are 
gnawing their tengues. for pain, but without 
repenting of their deeds, Rev. xvi. 10. And 


| we are authorized; my brethren; by the 


ſpirit which foretold bath this corruptionof 
e and the reſtoration, of it from 


CWB) 
this de plorably corrapted Nate, to enjoy 


heir donfuſiqn and diſtrels ; and, wget 
with the powers of Beavith, | W the bo 

apoftles and prophets, to rejoice at the fall 

' this myfica! Babylon, ſince it is God thy 


e of ter. Rev. viii. 20, 


But who all abide this 45 of aur Lord. 
roming, to plead his cauſe in the world; 
when thoſe. princes and ſtates which ould 
not have him to reign over them, and who 
have perſecuted and oppreſſed his faithful 
witneſſes, ſhall be broken i in enn le a pot. 
ter 5 veſſel. © N 


THE CONCLUSION. 

1 thisk myſelf happy, my brethren, and 
1 ſhall reflect upon it with pleaſure as long 
3s Tam capable 'of reflection, that, as our 
connection has fubfiſted with perfect har- 
mony, it is'diffolved with mutual gratitude 
and eſteem. I am conſcious, indeed, of 
many imperfections, and of ſorge neglects 
in che diſcharge of my duty, but you have 
had the” catdout to overtook' — y 


would obſerve, however, that its not by 


£1113 the 
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tk, opinion which we may . entertain of 
each other that we muſt. ſtand or fall, at 
the tribun the great epherd, and aeg 
f ſouls... Chriſt He, being endued, 
by God with:a enfoc knowledge of our, 
characters though, having a fellow feeling 
of our infirmities, he wWill be diſpoſadtig 
make all reaſonable allowances for us) may 
xcquit where we condemn, and condemn 
where we acquit,  'To this deciſive Judg- 
ment let us have reſpect... Happy will it 
be for us if I haye fo, preached, and you ſo 
heard, that we need not o ee TONE 
bin ah bis coming, „ 5 1 


% 4 
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ks another. ground of- Aon. \ to 
me, that. 1 leave the congregation. in ſo 
good a. ſtate, in a variety of reſpatts,..clpes 
cially ſo harmopiqus i in your. general ſentis; 
ments and views, on which account: yan. 
cannot fail to appear highly reſpectable 
wherever the Diſſenting intereſt is known; 
and you have given a very important proof 
of your prudence and judgment, as well as 
of your harmony, in the perfect unanimity 
with which- you'have age in the choice 
of my ſucceſſor; a choice in which I ſin- 


( 49 ) 

cerely concur, and on which I con; graty. 
late you. May you continue to be a pat- 
tern to other congre ons, in this and in 
every thing elſe in which a chriſtian ſo- 
ciety can be worthy of imitation, and may 
you reap the proper and happy fruits of 
what has been ſo truly praiſe worthy in in 
your diſpoſitions and conduct. 


And now, brethren, in the hrs of the 

apoſtle Paul, Acts xx, 32, I commend you 
16 God, and the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to grve you an inhe- 
ritance among them who are  ſanFified. To 
Him who ts able to keep you from falling, and 
10 preſent you faultleſs be efore the preſence of 
bis glory with exceeding joy, to the only wiſe 
God, our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, di- 
minion and Hower, | both now and ever. 
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